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up both sides of the account.   If anybody gets nothing from
them, then he pays the taxes and gets no equivalent.
150.  During the anti-corn-law campaign in England, a
writer in the Westminster Review illustrated protectionism
by the story of the monkeys in a cage, each of whom re-
ceived for his dinner a piece of bread.    Each   monkey
dropped his own piece of bread and grabbed his neighbor's.
The consequence was that soon the floor of the cage was
strewn with fragments, and each monkey had to make the
best dinner he could from these.   It is a good and fair illus-
tration.   I saw a story recently in a protectionist newspaper
about the peasants in the Soudan.   Each owns pigeons,
and at evening, when the pigeons come home, each tries
to entice as many of his neighbors* pigeons as he can into
his own pigeon house.   "All of them do the same thing,
and therefore each gets caught in his turn.   They know this
perfectly well, but no Egyptian fellah could resist the temp-
tation of cheating his neighbor."   They ought to tax each
other's pigeons all around.    Then they would put them-
selves at once on the level of free and enlightened Ameri-
cans.   The protectionist assures me that it is for the good
of the community and for my good that he should tax me.
I reply that, in his language* "these are fine theories/5 but
that whether it is good for the community or not,   and
whether it is good for me or not, that he should tax me, I
can see that it is for his good that he should tax me.    Then
he says: "Now you are abusive/'
151.  // protectionism is anything else than mutual tribute,
then it is magic.   The whole philosophy of it comes down to
questions like this: How much can I afford to pay a man
for hiring me?   How much can I afford to pay a man for
trading with me?   How much can I afford to pay a man to
cease to compete with me in my production?   How much
can I afford to pay a man to go and compete with those who
supply me my consumption?   It is only an expensive way to